
today," Bale -said. "But it seemed to 
'said. He said the man was injected ln

hours before the leg was amputated at.,

The justification for the project, 
he we were in the middle of a war."

Milton Lederman, a University of - the knee because of existing cancer.. ,i"

said, was that .americans (eared the Rochester Medical Center spokesm•an, . The agency:5 feet sheet, on the

Gcrmans would "develop and explode • ,
in a statement that 11 patients exPf

The U.S. needed to know, he sal 
were 

i seven people who received them 
lived,•,.

an atomic bomb before we 
did.".4;,,..!, • said,

were given "trace amotnts of radio-

what Affects t•plutnnium would active plutonium". at • Strung during .! less than one year afterwards;' er‘ee eel three ' .

• 

u•hep absorbed by the body., 
1•••,.• wartime project. 
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when
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lie said the univerity believed the 
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lit".5vh•E•ther or not and how fast 'PlUtotil-

believe the patients voluntarily con; I Thirteen of the human guinea pigs

• from the gastrodntestinal 
system. sented.

'The primary aim was to prOteet
• were men. and Jive were women; 15 • •• •

"As far as we can determine, there' ; were whites and 
three were blacks; •,

• American workers working with plu-
'was no adverse effect on the patients'. 
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toreum. It was essentially a 
manufac-
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Humans vilecte
r

By MAURICE Ii. TlIONtPSON
D&C Staff Writer • ,•

Strong Memorial Hospital was plie
of four hospitals that took part in a
secret government project toward the
end of World War in which
researchers injected about 18 people
with heavy but non-lethal doses of
plutonium. The subjects weren't told
what they were being given, a Uni-
versity of Rochester professor con-
firmed yesterday.

• ie

Dr.- William F: Bile; •a• professor of ' 1..

eradiation biology and biophysics at the -.. .: i
Part - •

;University, said the experiment was • 
off.

!to determine how much of the poison-. -,,

ious radioactive substance .workers in c ''. aromic • yeim

ka power plant couldwithstand. 
; • , • •

atil a-researcher' for the. .

related 'sten& Energy .Project at the

university, said -4 team of three phy-

v•••,sicans and -nurses. at Strong admlnis-.

 '•-•• tered.the plutonium tests on "about: a.

The Manhattan Distnct Corps of . • • '•+; '••• - tiozen people who were supposed.

lEngineers — cede. name for the Univers,dy•of havis a short life expectancy.. -

he government's secret and success- sity Heiseital et;:the,•;.,UniVersity;.0.::,:::',:.The test subjects,• heaeid,

ul effort to develop the world's first.• •Californiie in- San 
F`risrieticainii.::ai.,..i: --.:Come voluntarily to 'Use project and

tomic bomb sponsored the tests at ..governeecnt. hospital...1n4.Oak...Ridgarc,;-isimy. impression they 
did not -know

rrng and at the Billings Hospitals at : Tenn,,j ' .• they were being treated ••with
.  .• • 

• - mixed feelings about the LI ' One of the subjects, a black 'Man;
experiment and I no
- 1 nave

Id be' now living in Texas, was the only one .

regarded as an unethical experiment' to get the maximum dose, Liverman:.

c: • • serve a useful purpose at the time and 
the leg, below • the. knee,

plutonium.''
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t I 1 ctions said that.

, although the age span ringed from 4.. 
•

. Alt of the 18 subjects in the expert.- . to 65,
-the fact 

sheet said. . • ) 

.

' I
tuners' hygiene experiment," connect-

ed with atomic bomb production, Bale 'nent nationwide were considered ter- 
.

said. • " ninally ill at the time. . •• •
"What we found out Ls that 

the. ; 
•
.

. . substance is not excreted rapidly and 
k.Three of the subjects tested nation-

nde are alive today, Dr. James

that in some dosos it becomes 
carcin- .Jvermari of the energy Research and •

ogenie teaneerousr. ievelopment Administration sail
, . But this finding,. he saki, 

had al.
esterdaL. .

ready been confirmed in experiments  
•

:With animals; :1:•••••• ., : a. . • • ,•

'''. While -the closet. given the 
patients .

'-ranged from abOut:two to mores than 
1.....

• - •,...,.. the ',.recant permissible 1

11ealth as a result of the studies." •


